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Mr. Baugher focuses on domestic and international commercial arbitration, building on more than 40 years of business litigation and trial experience based in Chicago (www.baugherlegal.com). He is a Chartered Institute of Arbitrators Fellow and active arbitrator for American Arbitration Association/International Centre for Dispute Resolution, the Hong Kong International Arbitration Centre, and other ADR organizations. He has resolved scores of disputes in arbitration forums during the last two decades, often serving as tribunal chair and authoring detailed awards. 

Mr. Baugher is admitted to practice before the U.S. Supreme Court, the Illinois Supreme Court, the Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals, and is a member of the Trial Bar of the U.S. District Court in Chicago. He graduated from Yale Law School and Princeton University (School of Public and International Affairs). He clerked for Judge Philip Tone, U.S. Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit.

Mr. Baugher serves on the Governing Council of the American Bar Association Center for Innovation and previously on the board of the ABA Rule of Law Initiative (www.abaroli.org). He chaired U.S. Sen. Mark Kirk’s commission to screen federal judicial candidates. He was a member of the American Law Institute Committee for the Restatement on the U.S. Law of International Commercial and Investor-State Arbitration. Mr. Baugher is a frequent speaker and writer on litigation and arbitration at bar association, industry, and public forums.

Mr. Baugher is President of the Chicago International Dispute Resolution Association (www.cidra.org), and principal drafter of the Illinois International Commercial Arbitration Act, 710 ILCS 30/1-1 et seq. He also helped draft Chicago federal court Local Rule 80 “International Arbitration Cases,” encouraging virtual proceedings and allowing pro hac vice participation by non-U.S. lawyers. He is a director of the Chicago International Arbitration Center set for launch in 2022. 

He is a founding member and past-President Chicago-Lincoln American Inn of Court; past-Chair Chicago Bar Association Federal Civil Practice Committee, International and Foreign Law Committee; Seventh Circuit Bar Association American Jury Project Commission; past-Director and Chicago Chapter President, International Network of Boutique Law Firms; leader of the Illinois State Bar Association 1992 delegation to Moscow and Kiev; past-director Sabre Foundation (international book donation organization); Director, Grant Park Music Festival (summer classical concerts at Millennium Park in Chicago); past-President Princeton Club of Chicago; past-member, Yale Law School Association Executive Committee.



He is married to Robin Baugher, an accomplished artist and former massage therapist, hospice volunteer, public television producer, banker, and speechwriter. The Baughers met working at the White House at the outset of their careers. They have two grown children and three grandchildren. They live in Chicago.
